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changed rather than our religion, may lead us even
to worse/' Although Mornay had a taste for theo-
logical discussions he refused to be present at the
King's instruction. He was certain that Henry
would not be moved by his arguments, and with
pardonable self-complacency believed that after lis-
tening to them he would more than ever be sinning
against light. After the pervert had been received
into the Roman Church, Mornay at length obeyed
his reiterated prayers and commands to come to him ;
for the King feared that in their first dismay and
anger at his apostasy the Protestants might take
some rash step. He had kept the Dukes of Bouillon
and Thouars, whose ambition he most suspected,
near him, and he wished to consult Mornay, to con-
vince him that he did not intend to neglect the in-
terests of the Huguenots, and to use his great
influence to pacify their discontent.

As soon as Mornay reached the Court, Henry
called him into his cabinet, and attempted to justify
his conversion in a private conversation which lasted
three hours. The arguments which he used were
probably those which had satisfied his own con-
science. The position of his affairs had, he main-
tained, giving the reasons urged by Sully and others,
left him no choice. In his heart he was unchanged,
yet he trusted that God would be merciful to him,
since he acted for the good of his people. Also he
believed, that the differences between the two re-
ligions were not fundamental and had been exag-
gerated by the animosity of the preachers, and he
trusted to be able to compose them. Lastly, he